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CSU’s Affordable Learning Solutions enables faculty to choose and provide 
more affordable, quality educational content for their students. 
 
By reducing CSU student course material expenses, more students acquire 
the course materials they need to succeed and benefit from their CSU 
learning experience. 
What is Affordable Learning Solutions (AL$) Program? 




What is Affordable Learning Solutions (AL$) Program? 
Problems 
1. Textbooks are expensive 
2. Students are selective  
3. Students can’t always keep them 
4. Students can fall weeks behind 








Nicole Allen, studentpirgs.org 







60%+ do not purchase books at some point due to book cost  
35% take fewer courses due to book cost  
31% choose not to register for a course due to book cost 
23% regularly go without textbooks due to book cost 
14% have dropped a course due to book cost 
10% have withdrawn from a course due to book cost 
Nicole Allen, studentpirgs.org 
What is Affordable Learning Solutions (AL$) Program? 
*Students spend $1,168  
per year 
on books & supplies 
- College Board 
 





Participating CSU Campuses 
What is Affordable Learning Solutions (AL$) Program? 
 
1. Help faculty in at least 10 different course sections locate 
more affordable or free instructional material resources 
 
2. Streamline the process of locating affordable 
instructional      materials 
 
3. Increase campus awareness about available resources for 
more affordable instruction 
 




Affordable Learning Solutions (AL$) Program 
Program performance overview since inception 
 The program supported 20 faculty from 13 departments to adopt 
more affordable or free instructional materials 
 
Faculty testimonial video        
Locate Free and Open 
Learning Materials 
http://www.merlot.org 
If you are looking for a new text that has been 
selected and reviewed by higher education faculty. 
http://cool4ed.org 
  
A resource to find open or affordable textbooks, and other open 
educational resources.  
https://contentbuilder.merlot.org/toolkit/html/snapshot.php?id=90468496261601 
 
Daniel McDonald’s e- portfolio 





 J. David Jerez-Gómez’s e- portfolio 






 2017 Affordable Learning Solutions (AL$) Poster Showcase  
April 28th - Library 
 2017 Affordable Learning Solutions (AL$) Poster Showcase  
April 28th - Library 
AL$ CSUSB has received a grant of   
$15,000 for 2018-17  
